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W
ith a history dating back to the 1860’s, the tow

n of C
ortland has 

its roots in rural A
m

erica. A
nd a calendar of events that includes 

a Fall P
arade, a com

m
unity pork chop dinner, and an apple bake-off

dem
onstrates that the old-fashioned pleasures of country living are

still enjoyed here, and throughout m
uch of the surrounding area.

Lying just north of C
ortland, S

ycam
ore is perhaps the picture-perfect

exam
ple of classic sm

all-tow
n A

m
erican living. In S

ycam
ore, the

parking m
eters still take pennies, the tiny O

ld P
opcorn S

tand has
been turning out treats since the late 1800s, and storekeepers still
call 

their 
custom

ers 
by 

nam
e. 

From
 

the 
grand 

V
ictorian-style

m
ansions of its historic district to the busy stores and restaurants on

its charm
ing S

tate S
treet, S

ycam
ore turns back the clock to a tim

e
of 

calliop
es 

and
 

S
und

ay 
concerts. 

D
on’t, 

how
ever, 

m
istake

S
ycam

ore for a m
useum

.  This vibrant tow
n also has great new

shopping districts, 200 acres of parkland, an 18-hole golf course, 
a m

odern hospital, churches for 16 denom
inations, annual festivals,

an industrial park and m
uch m

ore.

Just 
w

est 
of 

C
ortland 

is 
the 

thriving 
city 

of 
D

eK
alb, 

hom
e 

of 
N

orthern Illinois U
niversity, w

here 25,000 students pursue degrees 
in 54 m

ajors and 74 graduate program
s. This prestigious institution

is 
an 

active 
neighb

or, 
p

rovid
ing 

a 
host 

of 
b

enefits 
to 

the 
com

m
unity, from

 athletic events and concerts to sum
m

er cam
ps 

and arts program
s for area children. The university also contributes 

a dynam
ic atm

osphere, bringing restaurants, nightlife, m
ovie theaters

and unique shops that local residents enjoy along w
ith the students.

D
eK

alb 
P

ublic 
S

chools 
are 

ready 
to 

w
elcom

e 
students 

from
 

R
ichland

 
Trails. 

C
ortland

 
E

lem
entary 

is 
located

 
just 

m
inutes 

from
 

the 
com

m
unity, 

w
hile 

old
er 

stud
ents 

b
enefit 

from
 

the 
expanded 

academ
ic, 

athletic 
and 

extra-curricular 
opportunities

offered by H
untley M

iddle S
chool and D

eK
alb H

igh S
chool.

A
 variety of sports and outdoor activities are available in the area,

from
 nature hikes at scenic parks and forest preserves to golf 

at nearby courses. D
eK

alb’s H
opkins P

ark A
quatic C

enter offers 
a w

elcom
e refuge on hot sum

m
er days, w

ith a w
ading pool for

toddlers, 
tw

o 
w

aterslides, 
a 

diving 
w

ell 
w

ith 
high 

board 
and 

a spray pool.

A
long w

ith country com
forts and sm

all tow
n pleasures, C

ortland
offers 

all 
the 

conveniences 
of 

suburban 
living. 

S
hoppers 

find 
a selection of grocery stores and national retailers along R

oute 23, 
a short drive from

 the com
m

unity. E
asy access to I-88 m

akes 
for a quick trip to W

estfield Fox Valley C
enter, A

urora P
rem

ium
O

utlets and the restaurants and shops of dow
ntow

n N
aperville. 
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